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Duim Rapunticon 3-41-34 
JOHN ALDEN THE NINTH 

There has just died at seventy-three 
John Alden, who has been forty-nine 
years a journalist, and has been con- 
nected since 1901 with the Brooklyn 
Eagle as associate editor. For thirty 
years he wrote for that paper a poem a 
day, missing but two days. He thus 
epitomized his verse: 

“To poke shams as hard as they pos- 
sibly can be poked; to take the under- 
dog’s view of everything; to offer a 
quizzical or humorous adaptation of 
news events; occasionally to indulge in 
the nonsense that is relished by the 
wisest men; occasionally to venture into 
what might be called real poetry.” 

Among “descendants of the May- 
flower” he occupied a spectacular place. 
Three hundred and fourteen years ago 
on that famous argosy were a young 
cooper and a pretty girl and a middle- 
aged captain of the wars. The ensuing 
romance themed one of the best-known 
American poems, and wound up with 
“Speak for yourself, John.” 

The editor and poet who has just de- 
parted is the ninth John Alden of the 
name and of the straight descent from 
the John Alden and Priscilla Mullins 
whose romance Henry Wadsworth Long- 


fellow immortalized. l 
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